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As April begins, I am wondering if we will see April flowers, or one more snow storm. 
Thanks to all who helped make our Lenten midweek suppers so delicious and such 
fun, and to those who led music for Holden Prayer. Also, thanks to the choir for 
special music Palms Sunday and Easter, to the “Easter Egg Team”; and to Palm 
Sunday Pancake Cooks.” St. John has some great cooks. 
 

We begin this month with our Holy Week Journey. Palm Sunday praise yields to 
Maundy Thursday reflections April 2nd. We will share dinner together at 6:00 pm, and 
share Holy Communion. The Passover Meal of old celebrated God’s battle and victory 
over the gods of Egypt, proving himself superior even over the god of death. What 
Yahweh won was freedom for his people and the ability to become a new nation. As 
we listen to Jesus change words about the Passover lamb to words about his own 
body being given for us, as he holds the wine and speaks of his own blood given for 
us, we realize that Jesus was headed into a battle with the god of death, to prove that 
he, as the God of life, was more powerful that death itself. In that battle he would win 
for us freedom so death could not / would not have the last word. Jesus would claim 
us, and we would be led by the God of Life. 
 

One of the “Sermon Notes” students asked, “Why did Jesus have to die?” The answer 
lies in the battle with the power of death itself to win our freedom. To engage in that 
battle and score a “forever win”, Jesus had to die, battle, and rise. The second part of 
the answer is that God longs for us to know how much we are loved, to trust God’s 
love, and embrace a relationship with God based on that love. The Old Testament is 
about the inability of people to understand, embrace, and live in a love and grace-
based relationship with God. Many, if not most people have at some time wondered if 
someone loves them. How can we prove love? How can God prove love—love no 
matter what? The only way is to let us hurt, betray, deny, and vent our anger on God 
and in the midst of our brokenness hear God speak love and forgiveness for us. The 
only way is for us to use our energy to totally destroy the relationship, and have God 
still love us. Thus, the cross on Good Friday is for us, for you and for me. 
 

The story goes on, however, to Easter and resurrection. Jesus proves his power over 
death, and in the resurrection stories that follow proves that even though we are so 
unworthy, Jesus loves us, seeks us out, forgives us, and commissions us to live! That 
may be the hardest message to fully understand and embrace—that God loves us no 
matter what; that nothing can separate us from the love of God. Inadequate as our 
abilities, faith, and faithfulness are, Jesus loves us and wants us to carry His name 
and power into the world. 
 

So, join us in April as we hear this good news. Join us as we strive to live this good 
news. Join us as we seek to be the hands, feet, arms of love, and the word of grace 
and hope to a world in need. When in the communion meal Jesus passes the cup and 
says, “Drink you all of this,” I believe he held what was called the Elijah cup—the cup 
that looks to see if Elijah has come back. When Jesus gives it to us to drink, when he 
says, “This is my blood, this is my life-force, drink of it,” he is saying that his life force 
in us empowers and sends us out to be the living message that God is with us. How 
exciting! How important to walk together as we live out our call. 
 

PS. A note to confirmation Sermon Note Writers: 
 

I do read the sermon notes. I will be looking up your family e-mail, and sending you 
answers to the questions you have asked. Meanwhile, Yes, I like “Shine, Jesus, Shine” 
too. I have been a pastor 42 years. And if you ever want a coke and/or burger, let me 
know and I will treat. 
 

To parents of 8th graders: I was so deeply touched by the write up of your 8th graders 
about your faith and that of grandparents. WOW! What a testimony about faith you 
have given your kids in talking with them. See you May 3rd for confirmation at 10 am, 
and at practice Wednesday, April 29th at 6:30pm. 
~Pastor Diane 
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Thank you to those who contributed soups & treats and to those that 
joined us for our Lenten Soup Suppers. We averaged over 40 people for 

soup and 60 for worship! 

St.  John’s Book Club will meet on 

Thursday, April 16th at 1:00 PM. 

We will meet in the Luther Room. 

We will be discussing West With Giraffes by 

Lynda Rutledge. It's 1938. The Great Depression lingers. Hitler 

is threatening Europe, and world-weary Americans long for 

wonder. They find it in two giraffes who 

miraculously survive a hurricane while 

crossing the Atlantic. What follows is a 12-

day road trip to deliver Southern 

California's first giraffes to the San Diego 

Zoo.  If you were unable to attend the 

March meeting, extra copies of the book 

may be available at church. Contact Donna 

Hjorth (920-371-0852) for more information. 

Everyone is welcome!  

Hospitality & Celebration  

TRUST FUND ACADEMIC 

SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATIONS 

for the 2026 Fall semester are being 

accepted through June 30th. Go to the 

church website, www.stjohndepere.org for an application. 

Completed forms can be mailed to St. John or dropped off 

at the church office. Scholarships will be awarded on 

Sunday, August 2nd. 

A cribbage tournament will be held at St John the afternoon of April 12th at 3pm 
for those new to cribbage and 3:30pm for the experienced players. Whether you 
are an avid player, a beginner or someone who just wants to learn, this event is 
for you!  Mark your calendars and plan to join us for fellowship, fun and a little 

competition.  More details will be forthcoming. If you have questions, please 
contact Brian Holtebeck or Susan Van Asten. 

The call committee met Tuesday, March 24th and had a successful mock interview with Pastor Judy 
Deckert. They plan to contact three candidates to begin the first round of interviews after Easter. 
Thank you for your continued prayers and support!  

Congratulations to Stephanie for 25 
years with St. John! Thank you for all 

your hard work & dedication. We 
appreciate all you do for St. John! 

http://www.stjohndepere.org
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We welcomed 67 people to our Palm Sunday pancake breakfast. The Youth 
thanks everyone for their generous donations of  time, fellowship and money! 

 

Hospitality & Celebration  
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 If you, a loved one, or a friend 

would like to have prayers, please 

call Karen Cota at 920-632-2015 or 

e-mail Carlyn Cooper at clpdkcm@twc.com.  We will 

get your requests out to our faithful prayer warriors.  

 

With the assurance of eternal life 

we offer our heartfelt condolences to 

the family of Jim Marquardt who died 

on March 14th. The funeral was at 

St. John on Wednesday, March 25th.

PASTOR DIANE’S CONTACT 
INFORMATION  

Office Hours 
Wednesdays 2:00-5:30pm 

email 
pstrwheatley@gmail.com 

Ph 315-243-7121 

Hospitality & Celebration  

Have you moved? Changed your email? 
Got rid of a land line? 

Contact the office to update your information to continue to 
receive the most up to date information from St. John! 

The Celebration and Outreach Committee continues to do good in our 
community.  Last year we donated $1000 to the Ecumenical 
Partnership for Housing.   
 
We received the following letter of thanks from the organization: 

 

“Thank you for your generous support of Ecumenical Partnership for Housing.  Your 
contribution made a meaningful difference in the lives of families with children facing 
homelessness in our community.“ 
 
Following is a quote from one family who completed the EPH program: 
 

“Reaching the incredible milestone of officially becoming homeowners is a testament to 
the comprehensive support EPH provided.  This achievement is far more than just 
acquiring a house; it represents the foundation of a secure and brighter future for our 
family, a dream that your tireless efforts helped us realize.  We will forever cherish the 
positive impact EPH has had on us.  Thank you for empowering us and changing our lives 
so profoundly.” 
 
We need YOU to continue our mission to provide opportunities to make a difference in 
our community!  Would you consider being part of our Celebration and Outreach team?  
Please contact Susan Van Asten to learn more! Svanasten744@gmail.com (920) 540-3750. 

mailto:Svanasten744@gmail.com
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Worship  

   

 There is no PRAISE 

BAND  for the 

month of April 

 
 
 

Upcoming Children's & Youth Choir Schedule: 
 
 *April 5th - Easter—No Music Rehearsals 
 *April 12th - 9:30-9:45 rehearsal   
 *April 19th - 9:30-9:45 rehearsal  
 *April 26th - 9:30-9:45 rehearsal  
 *May 3rd - FINAL REHEARSAL 9:30-9:50 / SING at 10AM  
 

** Sunday School music finished for the remainder of the school year ** 
 

Reminder: 
 

Both choirs gather in the Sanctuary. Youth Choir is open to students 2nd grade & older, 

and Children's Choir includes all Sunday School students. If questions, 

call or text Jill Quigley at 920-360-5772. 

There will be no praise 
band service in April. 
Join us on May 10th! 

The youth had a wonderful time at Journey With Jesus and 
shared highlights of their experience with the congregation 
at worship. They presented the candle they created, a puzzle 

prayer, and sang some of the songs they learned. 
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The council hosted a small celebration between services on Sunday, 
March 1st to thank Pastor Doug for his time, commitment, laughter, support, 
and faithful leadership during this important chapter in our journey. We are 

deeply grateful for all he has given to St. John. 

Worship  

Palm Sunday cross folding children’s sermon. 
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Worship  

†APRIL 5TH  
EASTER DAY 

 

Matthew 28:1-10 
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two 
women are sent by an angel to proclaim the good news: 
Jesus is risen!  
 

Prayer of the Day 
God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the 
dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord of life. 
Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share 
with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward 
the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

†APRIL 12TH  
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

  

John 20:19-31 

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a 
benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief 
prompts another visit from the Lord.  
 

Prayer of the Day   
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who 
believe and the hope of those who doubt, may we, who 
have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness 
of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

Holy God, we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We hoard resources while our 
neighbors are hungry and cold. We speak in ways that silence others. We are silent when we should speak up. We 
keep score in our hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive us, 
Lord. Amen. 

DWELLING IN SCRIPTURE   PSALM  34:1-10 

Read the appointed lesson for the day. Take time to reflect and discuss its message or journal your reflections.                                              
Let the Holy Spirit guide you.  

CALL TO WORSHIP  † Make the sign of the cross.  Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who creates us, redeems us, 
and calls us by name.  Amen. 

1 I will bless the Lord at all times; the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth. 
2 I will glory in the Lord; let the lowly hear and rejoice. 
3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; let us exalt God's name together. 
4 I sought the Lord, who answered me and delivered me from all my terrors. 
5 Look upon the Lord and be radiant, and let not your faces be ashamed. 
6 I called in my affliction, and the Lord heard me and saved me from all my troubles. 
7 The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear the Lord and delivers them. 
8 Taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are they who take refuge in God! 
9 Fear the Lord, you saints of the Lord, for those who fear the Lord lack nothing. 
10 The lions are in want and suffer hunger, but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good. 
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Worship  
DWELLING IN SCRIPTURE  CONTINUED   

 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day      he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

OFFERING 
God calls us to give generously of our hearts and gifts.  How will you live and give today?                                                         
Visit www.stjohndepere.org to give online. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in    
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the      
glory, forever, and ever. Amen. 

PRAYERS 
Pray for the church, the world, your prayer list, the people in the church directory and anything else that the Holy  

Spirit places on your heart.  

†APRIL 19TH  -  THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

Luke 24:13-35 
The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the question of how Jesus is 
to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread.  
 

Prayer of the Day    
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that 
we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
†APRIL 26TH  - FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

John 10:1-10 
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those who listen to 
Jesus are led to abundant life.  
 

Prayer of the Day   
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by 
your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License  #A-710206. From Sundays and Seaons.com. ©2026. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20841. New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989, Division of Christian Education 

of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  



 

10 

 

 

Faith Formation  

 

All 5th-8th grade students should be 

completing 2 Sermon Notes each 

month through May.   

 

 

CHRIST CARE 
 

Christ Care meets 
the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of 

the month at 10:00am  
at church.  Questions? Please 

call Carlyn at 929-983-0327  

MEN IN MISSION 

On April 15th we will be meeting at Oak 

Street Cafe and then back to church 

for Bible study. If you have any questions 

call Jim Johanek at 920-323-0833. 

8th grade Confirmation Information 
 

Spring Classes for 8th Grade - In preparation for affirming your faith, (Confirmation Day) 
8th grade students will meet the following dates and times. 

 

 One to One faith conversations with Pastor/Sarah/Tammy on Sun. April 12th, Wed. 
April 15th, Sun. April 19th, Wed. April 22nd 

  Do you know what time you signed up for?  
 Wed. April 29th 6:30pm rehearsal. Bring a parent. 

 Sun. May 3rd 10:00am Confirmation service. 

~BIBLE STUDY GROUPS~ 

3yr old - 4th grade Sunday School 
April Lessons 

 
9:00am in classrooms   
9:45am pick up your child in the sanctuary 

 

April 5th 
Happy Easter! 
No Sunday School 
 
 

April 12th 
Doubting Thomas 
John 20:19-31 

 

  

April 19th  
The Road to Emmaus 
Luke 24:13-35 

 
April 26th 
Early Believers 
Acts 2:43-47, 4:32-37 
 

May 3rd Last Day of Sunday School! 
Celebrating another year of growing in faith! 

YOUTH/CHILDREN’S CHOIRS SINGS 
10AM  
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Congratulations and welcome to the table Arya, 

Charlotte, Clay, Leo & Tahlia who participated in Holy 

Communion for the first time.in March. 

Faith Formation  

The Middle School Youth Group held an activity night on March 22nd 
to help fill easter eggs for the Palm Sunday egg hunt, hid the eggs 

and then enjoyed pizza and played games.  

Would you like to receive 
Holy Communion  

but are physically unable to 
attend a worship service?  

Please call the church office 920-336-1082 

and let us know that you are unable to attend 

worship and would like Holy Communion 
brought to you.  Pastor or another volunteer 

will bring Communion to you.  
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Mission & Service  

We Pray For:   

Susan Armstrong,  

John Grom, Shannon 

Johnson, Carole Tobisch, James Sucha, Mark 

Robinson, Carol Grom, & Amelia Novitski. 

Hi from Mission sewing, 
If anyone is interested in joining 
our sewing group, we meet every 
Thursday from 9am until noon. 
Now that spring is coming and 
when you are doing spring 
cleaning if you find any sheet or fabric you are going 
to get rid of, remember we can always use it to make 
the quilts. We have lots of fun and treats so we hope 
you can join us.  ***When life gives you scraps make a 
quilt***   Judy Beerntsen 

Mission Sewing This month’s focus for the 
DPCO Food Pantry is 
CANNED  FRUIT, 
APPLESAUCE, GRANOLA 
BARS. 
The Food Pantry could still use more PAPER 
BAGS. Thanks to the generosity and support 
of the community, the food pantry was able 
to feed 195 households in January which 
includes 347 adults and 235 children!! This is 

NEW COMMUNITY SHELTER      
301 Mather St, Green Bay    

Volunteers from St. John serve 
and/or provide deserts for the 

evening meal on the first 
Saturday of each month from 4:30 - 6:00pm.  
Thank you to those who served and provided 

desserts the month of December. Please sign up 
on the ministry board at church or using the QR 
Code for a time that works for you to volunteer 

or provide deserts.  
If you have any questions, please 

contact Susan Van Asten at  
920-540-3750 or 

svanasten744@gmail.com. 

Your neighbors need your care and compassion! 
With your support, Lutheran World Relief has two highly skilled teams working together to rush support to 

children and families who need it most. As families flee and seek safety, our goal is to meet them with 
compassion and critical aid. Please use the QR to donate to LWR. 
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Mission & Service  
Church Council Meeting Minutes 
Date: 2/17/26     Time: 7:00pm 

(For a complete copy of the minutes, please contact the office)  
1. Attendance:   

  Present: Pastor Doug, Sean Day, Mike McMullen, Kourtney Feldhausen, Amy LaBelle, Tom 
      Baciak, Heather Hutchison  
  Absent: Steve Leiterman  

2. Call to Order  - Sean called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm. 
3. Scripture Study, Discussion & Prayer Scripture selection from Matthew 4:1-11 read by 

Kourtney.  Following discussion, Amy led the prayer of the day. 

4. Approval of Agenda Sean asked for a motion to approve tonight´s Agenda or for any 
changes.  The motion was made by Katie; second by Steve.  Motion carried. 

5. Approval of Consent Agenda Sean asked for a motion to approve tonight´s Consent Agenda 
or for any changes.  The motion was made by Kourtney; second by Kim.  Motion carried. 

6. Ministry/Committee Reports   
(For a complete copy of the minutes, please contact the office)  

 

Discussion Agenda 
 

New Business  
 

7. N/A 
 

Old Business  
 

8. Nominations for Council 
• Outreach Liaison 

• Stewardship Liaison 
 

9. Transition 

• Call Committee to meet 2/18/26 with Pastor Doug for first meeting 

• ELCA posted open pastoral position 2/16/26 

 
10. RIC Update 

• No Updates 

 
11. Upcoming Capital Improvements 

• AV needs to be installed 
 

Vision for Ministry Living our faith. Enriching lives. 

• Land Use Update– Long Range Planning 
• Community Garden 

• Columbarium 
• Pillars of focus 

 Extraordinary Hospitality and Celebration/Enthusiastic Worship/Engaging Faith 

Formation/Enriching Mission and Service 
 

Adjournment  Since no further business was evident, Sean asked for a motion of adjournment. 
The motion was made by Tom; second by Heather. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 

8:03 pm concluding with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Next Council Meeting Date March 17, 2026   Time: 7:00pm 
 

Minutes submitted by Kourtney Feldhausen, Council Secretary 
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Mission & Service  

FOR YOUR CONTINUED 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT  TO 
THE MINISTRY                           

OF ST. JOHN 

 

 St. John Lutheran   

 Treasurer's Report  

 Statement of Cash Flow  

 February 28, 2026  

          

2026 Envelopes  
Electronic 

Giving Loose Other Total Expenses Actual Net +/- Budget Budget +/- 

          

January $9,286.00 $13,481.69 $130.00 $1,316.05 $24,213.74 $27,224.29 -$3010.55 $32,200.00 -$4,975.71 

February $11,543.75 $13,297.19 $78.00 $1,695.19 $26,614.13 $23,586.68 $3,027.45 $32,200.00 -$8,613.32 

March               $32,200.00   

April               $32,200.00   

May               $32,200.00   

June               $32,200.00   

July               $32,200.00   

August               $32,200.00   

September               $32,200.00   

October               $32,200.00   

November               $32,200.00   

December               $32,200.00   

          

2026Total $20,829.75 $26,778.88 $208.00 $3,011.24 $50,827.27 $50,810.97 $16.90 $386,405.00 -$13589.03 

MO. AVG $10,414.88 $13,389.44 $104.00 $1,505.62 $4,235.66 $25,405.49 $1.41 $32,200.42 -$6,794.52 

           

 Nicolet Bank Checking Balance 2/28/26   $56,983.72   
   

 Nicolet Bank Savings Balance 2/28/26   $($1,408.53)      

 CFCU CD Matures 2/27/27  $84,912.03     

 CFCU CD Matures 3/17/27  $65,550.88      

 Designated MIF CD Matures 2/11/27   $27,891.39     

 Bank Total  2/28/26    $233,929.49     
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NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 

April 18, 2026 
Send submissions to  

office@stjohndepere.org 

Visit us on the web for weekly services! 
www.stjohndepere.org   

 

and on our FB page 
 

www.facebook.com/StJohnLutheranDePere  
 

and subscribe to our YouTube channel for worship  

St. John Lutheran 
Church Council Members 

Contact via: office@stjohndepere.org 
or office ph (920) 336-1082 

Sean Day - President 
Steve Leiterman - Vice President 
Kourtney Feldhausen - Secretary 

Mike McMullen - Treasurer 
Tom Baciak - Properties 

Amy LaBelle - Worship & Music 
Heather Hutchison - Faith Formation 

Tom Baciak - Property 
Chris Flores - Celebration & Outreach 

Lynsey Muellenbach - Stewardship 

 

WORSHIP TIMES  

Sunday’s 8:00 & 10:00am 

Join us Online Anytime 

OFFICE HOURS  
8:00am – 3:00pm 

Mon - Thurs 
Hours may vary.  

Please call ahead. 
Ph. 920-336-1082 

office@stjohndepere.org 
Rev. Diane Wheatley 

pstrwheatley@gmail.com 

Office Phone 920-336-1082  

Cell - 315-243-7121 

Worship & Contact Info 
St. John Lutheran Church 
1700 Lost Dauphin Rd. 
De Pere, WI  54115 

http://www.stjohndepere.org/

